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One of the characteristics of the performing arts market is its complexity, with the existence of performance spaces as necessary intermediaries between production units and the public. Thus, it is possible to distinguish: on the one hand, relationships between private and public producers and performance spaces and, on the other hand, relationships between performance spaces and the public attending exhibitions. In addition, due to the cultural services nature, the public sector is present with intensity and in different ways to affect the behaviour of different stakeholders; public sector that, in the case of Spain and since 1978, maintains a strong devolution process of the culture policy to regional governments.
In this scenario, networks of performance spaces (theatres, auditoriums, circuits and festivals) have appeared as institutions that facilitate the activities of the performing arts industry, serving as interlocutors between stakeholders in the sector and also between them and the public authorities. In the Spanish case, these networks collaborate under the auspices of The Spanish Network of Publicly Owned Theatres, Auditoriums, Circuits and Festivals (La Red Española de Teatros, Auditorios, Circuitos y Festivales de Titularidad Pública), created in 2000 and present in 679 exhibition spaces, 5 festivals and 14 regional networks and circuits. This approach to support performing arts, that is characteristic of the Spanish case, has shown to be a highly resilience mechanism against the recent and deep Spanish economic crisis, which it has been a period of dramatic reductions in public aid to cultural activities.
This communication analyses the performance of the Spanish networks of performance spaces in the last decade, as key actors in the performing arts market, in the context of a regionalised cultural policy. This analysis is done from two complementary perspectives: firstly, from a regulatory point of view, taking into consideration the legislative basis of the different regions, and, on the other hand, empirically, through the analysis of the behaviour of existing networks and circuits in terms of their performed activities. It is this last section, the need of developing tools for evaluating the effectiveness and efficiency of networks and circuits is introduced and analysed.
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